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SEASONABLE DISCOURSE 


Of the DUTIES of 


PEOPLE r» «=» PAST ORS 


Inan Eflay upon Heb: 13: 17 Obey them that have the Rul? 
over you, EC. 


The firſt Book of Diſcipline, Heed. 4. p. 3O. 
[he People would be exhorced to Reverence and Honour their 
Miniſters, choſen as the Sceryants ana Ambatladours of the 
LORD FESUS, Obeyiag the Commandement which 
they pronounce from GODS MonWand Book, 
even as they would Obey GOD Hirielt. 


Pooles Annotations on I Kings 6: 7: 

Ic is the Duty of the Bnilders and Members uf the Church,as farr 
as in thei lyes, to take care, that all things be cranſatted there, 
with perfect Peace and Quierneſs; and that no noiſe of cor- 
NG or diyifton, or violence be heard in that Saczed' 
DUNCIDD, 


fo: Davenantcius Sarisbur Epiſc: de pace Eccleſ: p: Os: 99 
mes neerfie babent confiteri, veram && genginam Charitatem efje onni« 
bus Eeelefiis & Chriftianarum Ecelefiarums Membris non minus ad ſa- 
lntem necefiariam, quam fidei Orthodoxi7 f ſalutifere veram O 
Integram Profeſioucmn, 


9 


. _ 


By a Well Wiſher of all good Chriſtians. 


E DINBURSGS HB, 


Printed by 7: Reid, inthe Year, 1693. To be Sold by James 
raralaw, at his Shop, oppoſite to the midle cf the Lyucken- Booths. 
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got ſoli dgnod, 1 would rejoice more in that, then I will he ſorrie for 
what raſh Cenſures, ſome Scores may paſs wpon me, for very commonly the 
leſs Judicious and intelligent are moſt rcady to carje and cenſure. Hol: 
4- 4- 6G. Prov: 26: 12: 16, IWhich therefore ſhould not be thoughts 
fully heed«d. 

Bue if any good Souls (whom the LOR Dknows I intend not to offend or 
griive, (hal either inadvertently miſt zke, or uncharitably mi:judge me ( as I 
hope GON will not )b;impoſing Siniſter Senſes on any thing I ſay, t pray 
GOD may forgive them as i dv ) and that the Fudge of all Fleſh may he 
more mercifull.to themtben they are Juft to me. 

And m-re fpecially I caution here, (that ſeeing the Tendeney of ſome Paſ- 
ſages in the following Eſſay, is for recomending Union a nd Charitie )| 
may not be miſtaken, for I am far from Heterogeneous mixtures, or ſuc» 
pieces of Alloy, as may corrupt or daninifie Keligion; for its my hearts wiſh 
there may he a holy Miniſtrie, and a boly People, And O that there were a 
Goſpe I Spirit poured forth kinaly arſpofing all parties & People to lay bpres 
Judices & Animoſities, & ſeriouſly confraer what may moſt probabl. contri- 
bute for the credit &- ſafety of the ®roteitant Chriſtian Religion,and for my 
own part I have ſmal hopes of the farther propagation thereof, oy that its 
primitive puritie & luſtre will be recovered, till all parties ſee the Ingredient 
hand they have had in olfru@ing & deſtroying the Cemon Intereſts thereof, 
and thereupon repent and turn untv GO!) whom we have provicked to di- 
vide us in bus anger: And if we take Godly and Chriftian Methods fer this 
effet, there is yet hope in Iſrael concerning this thing, for our GOD who 
# the ſame Tefterday and to Da; and for ever, has cured as deſperate Mala* 
dies 4s ours are 

T thought fit to tell thee, that I have induftriou(ly and of deſign cited 
ſome paſſages from the Friting's of Matters James Iurham, G: G1l- 
leipie: Samuel Rutherfoord, Jer: Burroughs, Richard Bax- 
ter, Richard Vines, Wil: Green-hill, ano Rich: Alleine, all 
of them unqueſtionably piow and able Minifters of the Goſpell, tn homolo- 
gate wbat | ſay , that if thou will quarrel and cenſure , allthe burden 
may not ly upon mv weak ſhoulders alone, hut I ma; h.ve ſt-onger th:n my 
elf to help me with a lift. 

Inthe lait plaes, | defire thiu mayeſt not ſatisfe thy ſelf with an overly 
glanee of one paſſage or two, ( which may ocraſinn thy miſt 1hing ) but read 
over te intire diſcourſe, and ſeriouſly ponder he Scripture grounds of it, 
ſeeking GOD bl-ffing on what thou reads. | add no more but wiſhes that 
all prof:ſſiug <h- iſtians may be endued with a 'pirit of a {ound min, ana 
of rue Charity and Hilineſs, F AREVWELL, 


; or a 


A Diſcourſe of the Dutier of PEOPLE totbewr PASTORS. 
'n an E£flay upon HEBREWS 13. 17. 


Chey them that have the Rule over Tow, and ſubmit vour ſelves, for they 
watch fr your Souls, ar they that muſt give account ; that they may do 
it with joy and not with grief, for that 1s unprofitable fur Tow. 


He fcope of this Text is to point at the mutual Dut ies of 
Paſtors and People ; Whc:riin we have 
I. The Paſtors Dutie implyed. 

Firſt, To Rule, or Guide. Secondly , To Watch. 

F il, { te Peoples Dutte expriſſed. : 

tirſt, -1o Ohey. Second!y, To Subinit. 

(1. Peaſons of Peoples Dutie to their Paſtors. 

I. 2, Brecavfe of the Obligation that lyes upon them, 
ar fig from the Relation they and in to their Paſtors. Paftors 
are Rulcic, People are 1be Raled. Paſtors are Shepherds, Peo: 
51e the Flock to be watched over. 

>. k&, Becauſe of the weighty charge and care of Peoples 
Souls, chat iyes upon Paſtors. they waich over, and muſt give 
acc unt of their Souls; and Paſtors being {o concerned in Feo- 
26 God: It's molt juſt they ſhould be concerned in Paſtors 
Good and Comtort , 2nd they cannut better manifeſt this, 
"(191 19 pirf. rming expected Duties. Fs 

©, That People may be an occaſion of Joy and En- 
20:01 70 ilieie Paſtors, and not creat or augment their 

CUNT, WICH CAN NOWAY cs be p. ofitable torhem. 

i411 not {pend tme in Citicizivg or Glofſing npon the 

erin of one Fexr, bat humbly «flers what follows, as the plaine 
#0 gooniuc 3ebic thereof, accoruing to Our uptaking, 'asif we 
d1d hear the Apoltie (aying, 

O! ye Hb noderftand your Station, know your Duty, 
GOD bath fect Rulers over you, whom he hath veited with 
{wihority , and Cloathed with a Commiſſion to Guide and 
Govern your And It bt not your ſccular ſntereſt they are ro con- 
vie, but it is your Precious Immortal Souls they are watchtvl:y 
conc rnd in. Fher: fre yicld due Checience and Submiſſion te 
cheir jo it Commancs & Counſels,not that I mean ye ſhould do 
ſo imp'icdiiety tor F have tc14 yon before,Frer ſe 7.) and now agall 
E out vou in 1rmembrance, that ye ought to cbey them, while 
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( ) | 
they ſpeake to you the Word oft GOD, or agreeable thereunto, 
And it is very fit ye ſhould: do fo, that they may Rejoyce on 
your behalf, and not b? diſcouraged in the Work of the 
LORD, whercin ſurely ye can reap no Profit. | 

Doctr: There are ſeveral mutual Dmties, that Paſtors and People 

are obliged to perform to one another. 

[n proſecution of this head of Doftrine, 1 ſhal not meddle wit! 
the Duties of Paſtors, knowing that ſuch do unaerſtand their 
Station, and the Offices of it better than I can tell thcm; bur will 
with GODS Afhftance, chiefly tourch wha: concerns the Duticy 
of People ro tneir Paſtors. 

| In diſcharge of which Undertaking, I will 

1. Lay down ſome general Propoſitions, that I expect all intelligent! 
Chriſtians will receive, as uwnqueſitonable Truths. 

2. 1 will inform People of ſome of their Dutier to their Paſtor:, 

J. 1 will reach a Reproof to ſome who may juſtly deſerve jt. 

A. I will cloſe with a feu Camtions. 

I. As #0 the Propoſitions, they are Tyelc. 

I. Prop: GOD out of his Infinite Wiſdom and Goodncois,has ap: 
pointed a Goſpel Miniſtric and Ordinances, to b2 continued 
in His Church to the end of the World, for making Dilcipics, 
for. the perfeQting of the Saints, for edifying of the Body of 
CHRIST, and for ruling and taking care of the Church, Marth: 
28. 19, 20. Epb: 4. 11, 12. | 

2. Prop: Ir is not the pregnant Parts, the excelling Gifts, nor 
the flouriſhing Gracesof any Miniſters that conferrs a Vertue i 
GCDS Ordinances to make them efteAtual, itts only tne in- 
ward Workings and Power of the Spirit of GOD, accompainy- 


_ ing outward Adminiſtrations, in fulfilment of GODS Gracious 


Promiſe, Iſa: 55. 11. 1 Cor: 3. 5, 6, 7. Whothen is Paul: &c. 
3. Prop: It is preſumable and to be rationally ſuppoſed, tat 


knowing Godly and Judicious Miniſters underſtand the Contra- 


yerſies and Concerns of Religion better then the People, {p-cia!- 
, . 0 .} : 

ly thoſe who are illiterare, and not capable to ule theſe Helps - 

and Means of Underſtanding, which painful Miniſters are dayiy 


' improving, Mal: 2. 7. The Priefts lips ſhonld keep knowledge, and 


they ſmauld ſeek the Law at bis mouth, Matth: 13. 52. 1 Tim: 4 13, 
15, (6. 2 Tim. 2.15. Pray let me not bs miſtaken here, as 
it I did hence inter, that learned Men hoc ipſo, or on the account 


CSS] 
that they are learned, and have gifts of parts paramount to 
what the Vulgar can claime, therefore are to be eſteemed the 
bt men, or the moſt Orthodox . and faithinl to the Intereſts of 
Relipion, for rhe contrare has been ro palpable in all the ages 
of the Church,that many has abuſed their Literature and Wars, 
r0the dammage and prejudice of Religion: And it has been alſo 
known, that lome common People, who could not ſer off their 
vain meanings in the learned terms of Art, yet have cxprel- 
(- thict Conceptions as to the main things of Religion , with 
mo! c {azor and [piritual Sagacity, then many learned Clerks; 
PLL MY meaning here 'S, that ecter;s paribus, Or being EVEnS © 
cerwiſc, that is, where Miniſters are Pious and Conſcientious, 
| 25 Intelligent and Judicious, ſurely with this odds of 


AS WC}! 
Advantavc, (it may be lately {aid ) that they underſtand the 
Conccras of Religion, better than the unlearned People. 

4. Prop: All Paſtors avd People are not of alike reach and 
xtainments, in lighr,ſtrengrh, Solidity of Judgement, and other 
Chriftian Periections, there are ſtrong Men, and there are Babes 
in Chriſt, cherearc Tollerably well Learned, and there are who 
116 eycr Learning, and never able to come tothe knowledge of 
the cruth; there 1s no doubt bur various tempers, and capacities, 
various Gitts and Graces, various Intereſts and ProjeAs, and In- 
numeiable other various Circumſtances, may Occaſion ſeyeral 
Perlons thus ſtated to vary and difter in their Conceptions and 
So1;riments about ſomethings in Religion, (where yet on all ſides 
:hc1e may be honeſty inthe main)the which diflerences in Judge 
11e1t ſhould not make alienation of affefion, nor Interrupt Chrifian 
- mz mm wherethere is agreement & Unanimity in the Grand 
\rticles of Faith. Rom: 14, 2. 5- 19. 1 Cor: 8. 1.- 27. £3. 12. 13. 
714i: 3. 15, Hence faycs Mr, Gill:fpie Miſcel: qu: p: 142. I dare nor 
appr.-ptiat the Name of the Godly party to theſe who are free 
10:12 1ny of the errors of rhe times, thoſe that are truely Gadly 
m-y in diverſe things difter in their Opinion, every ctror is nor 


\-.o {tent with Holineſs. And Mr. Durham in his Book of 
$c21:dal- p: 284. Speaking of differences among good People , 


(avcinhe, There is no queſtion many might go ro Heaven, with 
ſuch differences on both fſtdes, for we will find them continue 
103) 008Im fuch «( Eifferences) even to Death; neither ought 
thisto bechuught ftrange, for the beſt bur know in part, and are 
{bj 70 miltakes, Ec. And Mr. Rutherfoord 1s allo particula _ 


:0 the fame purpoſe , Diſpute againlt Liberlie of Conſcien 
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Fpift: to the Reader, fayes he, We cannot think- but all Faints 1: 
oh fide of Glory carry to Heaven with them errors a 
and Propheſying 1a part, and the Faireſt Stars and lights in i 
Lower Firmament of the Church arc Clonded, Oc (ONE Sui: 
able paſſage more I think worth Inſerting here, which If11d in a 
Printed Letter of the Presbycerian Miniſters in London, p:clen 
ed to the Weſtminſter Aflcmbly, January 1- 1645, By icalun of 

diff-rent Lights and differing ſghts among Brethren, there ma" 
bediftenting in opinions, yet why ſhould there be ary {cparat 
ig from Church Communion? T he Churches Coat may be of 
diycrſe Colours, yet why ſh ould there be any Rem: in ut - 

J. Prop. N:ither Paſtors nor Pcoplc arc abic lo finy ly "7 
Prudentzly, nor 1o diligently as they ought to Liicharg® at! 
their re{peive duties: Who is (ufficient for thoſe things; 2 Co 
3. 16, Rom. 7.18, 19. So that neither ſhould Paſtors nc | 
raſhly and uncharicably (uſpe&t, Challenge or cenſure 010 NY 
ther, tor if both will Imparrialy and icrioufly ſcarcl1 the MiCtves. 
ir will foon be found that on all hands, there is too much gn ith 
of negligence and being defective in doing duties. Lot us of.cn 
remember our LORDS ſaying: Mat, 7. 5. 

6. Prop: . The dilre{pet and rpuisbchaviours oi P eupic towar. 
GODS Minifters, whom he hath ſent & Scaled, t} cir Maſter ad 
Patron will -reſcnt as done againſt himſelf, for they arc _ -m- 
baſſadours, his Mcflengers, cloathed with his autnority, fo thai 
GOD Himlelt is toutched and diſhonoured with the aff onts 
done to his Servarits; Luk, 10. 16. He that deſpiſe th you diſ'ifeth 
me, &c, Lav not this as it] imagined, the quali-y & Charactc: 
of a Miniſter ſhould ſhelter or cxcuſc him it he malverſe 0: mit 
bchave<cither-againitthe Holy Laws of GOD, cr jult Lawsoi 
Men, for of all men on GOD) tarth, a ſcaidalous and pi 0- 

phane Miniſtcr is the ba{cft and moſt Contemptible , batcivl to 
COD and all good men;bur my meaning is that when any Per 
ſonsdo contemptuouſly abuſe, 17Jure or diſcourage the Miniſters 
of CHRIST for thcir works lake, or whe. in the due difcrer 
management of it : Surely GOD will notice and puniſh ſuch. 2 
Chron, 36. 15, 16, 17. 

7. Prop: It is an unſpeakably great bleſhng (to b2 prized above 
all other mercics} ro enjoy the opportunity of Goſpe] ordinances 
in pleniy-and purity; Compare your condition with theirs who 
neyer heagd ct a Sayiour, neyer heard a Golpic Preaching. neyer 


{aw the Bible , but worſh'p Sun, Moon, aid Stars, yea Dies 
for tacir Deities: And compaic allo wita thoſe plas . t 0a- 
chumitan daikunels, that were { 1mcctignes light in the LORD, aud 
had the Caniltc ct che Golpel Shining brightly a:nmcng them. 
Pſal:. 147 19. 0 Luk 1. 68. 56. 79. Ollay be humyuic ang 
thankful ye tiat vave the Goſpel 11 peace aid pleuty 2 for as 
Mr. Berrough .ayes, herctotre ye would have beci glad of that 
which now youu fl gheand rcect, tins is not trom more light and 
ſtrengih, that yc have now whih y< hall not tnen, bar trom 
morc yaniiy, pride, and wantonucls ; Irenuwam. p: 152. _ 

8. Prop: Buch Miniſters and People mult aniwer ro GOD, 
how thcy have minded and managed their rclpeftive auiics. Mat: 
22. Luk.. 42,23. 2. Jim 4 4. Heo-- 13. 47. 

1h ſecond point is to Informe you of tne Datics 
of Perpie to their Faſtors. 

(. They ſhud contult him tn all cheir (crup'es doubts, and 
hard dark Cales, [o that when they ate truciy rroubl.u and un- 
cica' about theic Su! and Conlcicnce c nceins, T acy ſh ould be- 
take themſclves to their Miniſter, wth an earneſt defire to be 
taught, anda finole reilolution humbly 10 comply with his! 
Gudiy Counlcis and dircctions, bur tre they be weighty Calcs, 
and allo thar that they be yout own and {uch as may tend co Ee» 
difying, rather then tonoutiſh curiotity; Mel: 2. 7. Phil I. 7. 
i Sam: 9. J. bef're time in Iſrael, when a man came to inquire of 
GOD, thu: h: ſpake, come and let us go to tbe Seer, for be that 1s now 
called a Prophet, was befaretime called a Seer. Aud Miniſtcrs may 
be called Scers, in regard they may lec and bave further fight 
into calcs on Conlcience, then fome others, elpecialy they 
whom GOD ba'h trained up in varicty of exercilc themlclves. 

2. People ſhould honour and reverence their Minitters, Val- 
ors are ſpiritual Parents,and' Ecclefiaſtick Ralers, and ye know 
Nat honour is due tolup-riors; I ſay ye ſhould put ali due notes 
ot reſpect upon your Paſtor, not. only on the account of his e- 
M1ncncy o! Gittsand Graces ( which in their own Room deſerve 
cltcem ) but for thedignity of his Callitg, & the preterment 
that the GOD of Heaveu bas put upon him, he is calied GOYS 
Emballador, a Steward of the mylltics of the King:lom, the 
mctilenger of the LORD of Hoſts, an - Angel ot the Churches, 
and lurcly to diſpile or dilparage {uch is a manit:-it Coutemp:, 
bots of the Divine precepr and pattctn, 2 Cor; 5 20 1 Cor. 4: 
1. Mol. 2, 7. Riv: 1.20, t 7Acys 5-121: 
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3. People ſhould love their Paſtors, and on all occaſions give 
{uitable expreſſions of the true and tender afte&ion they owe un 
to them: [f affetion cool.cdifications gone, and all likelichood 
of profiting under that Miniſters labours, let him preach never 
lo Powcrtuly or pertinently, I (ay if once love to his perſon be 
withdrawn,none of his performances will reliſh or affe& ; pray 
confiter the Tye betwixt Miniſter and People, it hath in ſeyeral 
reſpetts a near ceſemblanceto a marriage union and oblidge- 
mente, and as they in ſocloſs arclativn ſhould love one ano- 
ther, ſo proportionably ſhould the other diſcharge the alike 
duty, ariſing from an Ecclefiaſtick marriage and union, 1 Theſf. 
5. 12. 13, 

4. People (ou cbcy their Paſtors and receive their charges 
and cominands with a «ve Deterence and Obſervance, not as 

eing the Word of a Man but as 1 1s in truth the Word of GOLD. 


1 Thi: 2:13, Our Texc tells us Miniſters are Rulers, and 


alſo rhey who are ruled ſhould cþ:y ; Miniſters ſhou;d not bc 
looked on as Men only Veſted with human Qualicies, being ly- 
able to Errours, Miſtakes, Infirmities and Ecup:ions of their 
peeviſh Paſſions,even as others ( the covering of Loye and C.ha- 
rity ſhould be ca ſt oyer theſe) But what of GOD they repretenr, 
both on the accounc of their Commiſtion, and their fatihtull diſ- 
charge of the ſame, conform to their ſacred Inſtructions, that 
| fay is mainly to be reſpeted in them, and ſo they being the 
ſpeaking Trumpets of the GOD of Heaven, what of the Voice 
and Will of GOD they are Inſtruments co expreſs, ſhould for 
GODSS ſake, their Maſters ſake, be readily received and oble- 
quiouſly oblerved. 

5. People ſhould humbly {ubmit to their Miniſters in the Diſ- 
p:nfation and ſ{eaſonable application of all the Ordinances of the 
Lord: I mean not they ſhould implicity ſubje& their Judge. 
ment to all their Di&ats and Sentiments without Examination, 
tor we know none that poſſeſs an infallible Chair , and certain» 
iy all the People of the LORD have a Judgement of Diſcrecion 
aitlowed them, which they ſhould excerciſe in trying the Spirits 
whether they be of GOD, yet Pcople are not hereupon li- 
centioutly and vainly to carp at every thing Minifters ſay, but 
excep: there be very great and clear Reaſons in the contrar, 
thcy ſhould give a due deference to their Miniſters Opinion and 
Judgement in what he teaches or ſays; and as they ſhould {ub- 
mit to him in the doArinall part of his Miniſtry, fo alfo in the 


4: 9 
diſciplinaty part, -meckly taking with juſt and.reaſonable admo- 
nitions Or Rebukes,whether more pubylick or-privat;Conſider ing 
- that he. is yeſted with.authority and charge upon his peril to re- 
buke as weli as exhort; .'1' Tim. 5, 20, 21. 2 iTm. 4: 2, 3. 

G6. Pecoplc ſhould vincicat their Miniſters from injurious ca- 
lumanies, and unjuſt Reproaches ; the Paſtors credit ſhould bz 
the Peoples care , and his integtty and innocency, their glory 
and joy z nut only ſhould ye be concerned this way bccaule he 
is your Miniſter, or of your acquaintance, &c, bur forthe Gol- 
pels jake; for there is no greater or more ctteEual Ingine of Sa- 
tan(the acculer of the Brethren) for obſtructing the progrels of che 
Go(pcl, then ro bring the Miniſters thereot into dilcredir, and 
whocver ate Sarans Tooles in promoving this his pl vt, GOD 
Fnows it ha, berter for them, that the firſt day they were heard 
ſpeak, the buriall bc]i had been heard tolling for chem; there- 
tore it is the Concern of all good Chriſtians to ward of what 
TongueAlaſhes may be reached againſt che Reputation of M1- 
niſters. . As 2J.- 5, 1 Tim. . 5. 19: Jem 4. 1. 

7, Pevple ſhould cheerfully render co Miniſters all thejr juſt 
Rights ave! dues provided for their honeſt & comfortable main- 
tainance, and be every way fteedable to them tor cheir help and 
encouragement + Though as we faid, they-are' the Angels of the 
Churches, yet we would have you confer it is of the Church 
Militant in this World, and they cannot; live like the trium- 
phant Angles of Glory wkhout meat and drink, no more then 
Civil Rulers, though they be called gods 3 /' And {ecing they, arc 
{cqueſtrate irom Worldly Imployments; whereby they might 
advance their Secalar Intereſts and Wealth,as well as other men, 
and are {et apart toattend and ſerve at the Altat, it is moſt juſt 
they ſhould live of the things of the Altar, Bur we will not infiſt 
turih<r on this point,; leſt x be thought we atepointing at our 
own Profits, but as we ſhould give unto Ceſar, that which is Ce- 
ſars, ſo ſhould we giye unto GOD! that which is GODS, of 
which dues Miniſters dues arc a part, as is clear, Num: 18, 29. 
21.24. I Cor: &: 13: 141 Gal: 6G: G, $445 

o.: People ſhould help Miniſters with: their, prayers: for the 
LORDS Sake remember your, Paſtors 'before the LORD: 
Pray that GOD. will give: thetn.. the Spirit of their Calling, 
pray that he*le beſtow an them gifts and graces, pray that he*le 
give-tnem ſtrength and courage, pray that hefle give them ſpi- 


« bee 
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ritual Wiſdom, and godly Zeal, for they have varietics ofa: 
mors, and difficulr caſes to meddle wich , pray that he lc bleſs 
and proſpcr their labours , eyen pray that GOD will be with 
them in cheit Cloſers, in their Pulpirs, in their Converſes, and 
in all their Performances : O Sirs! I fay pray, pray for poor 
Miniſters, there is none has more need of help then they, none 
has more need of a lifr, for heavy, heavy is the Charge that lyes 
upon them, fo that it the everlaſting Armes be not underneath 
them ( which ye are to implore ) they will fit.k down undce 
the Preſſure of it, pray, pray for Miniſters, for they have Needs, 
Wants, Weaknefles, Pathons, and a carnal deceitful heart to 
wreſtle with 1 ke other men, pray for them fr their Stock is not 
in cheir own hand, ſeek then to him who hath the leven »pirits 
of GOD, that be will ditp*nſe rocthem, what amay be necdful 
tobe difpenled ro you, and there were no more bat your own 
Imereſt, methinks this ſhould have ſome weight with you, for 
the moie he receives from the LORD the more of rhe LORDS 
hath he to give unto you , therctorel lay pray, pray for Mini- 
ſets, 2 Theſ: 3. 2. Heb: 13. 18, 
The third Point, is to reach 2 Reproof to ſome who are Blame worth. 
I, TI hey are reproveable who incroach upon, or evacuate the 
Right and Authority of Miniſters, which the Mediator bas 
di(tcd and endued them with, and which of his own good pica- 
ſure he fo ſhared among them, that by his Authentick Grant 
and Commithon, they-ſtand in-a Juſt paricy of power and Jutil- 
dition, ſothat the incroachments'bf civil'Magiftiats by an t- 
raſtian Supremacy come into be raxed here. Avg alſo, the Hie- 
rarchical Prelacy, whereby B:ſhops pretend a claim of ſuperior y 
of order and/Jurisdiction above the Miniſters of CHRIS T,tromn 
which GOD be thatked we are-now freed; *Fhere comes alſo :0 
he challenged here a kind of populat-fupremacy, that ſome un- 
$ki ful *ard unduetiful People have a bumonr to afpite atter, 
taking too much. upon them, in medi{ling with matrers too high 


 forckem, we will not point at ſpecialities, but ] w ſh that Peo- 


ple did underſtand their 6wn- Station, of being the Ruled ant 
Watched:oper, andthat they :may Keep wichin the ir own ſphere 


. ef AQtiv ty, leaſt they give the Aike cf GOD a wrong twuch. 


2 "They. are reprovable who take ' up'grouncleſs petts and 
prejudices at Miniſters; the trurh is,the weakneſs and miſt; kes 


. of wany weil meaning Pecple is to be pitied and lamemed; Bu, 


alacc,whcn ſuchperſors at rive at offer ſiye praftices, that baye ,_ 
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it becomes: mighty ſtrairning what Courſe ro take with them,” (9 
as neither ro ſufter them ro tun ro'greater Erfors, or.notro pro- 
yoke them to delpife a/l Ordigances; And conſequently 
the Authority of the Miniſtry ; for if once cloudy prejudices 0- 
yercaſt their minds, *tis neither the' Reaſon or Rhetorick of the 
beſt cf Divines will diſpel therr darkned thoughts, for thatwhich 
is ro be taxed in them (among other things} astheir ſin (in be- 
ing.picked or prejudged ) 'is their plagne too, that will not ler 
them fee their ſin, or underftand their errors, GOD pitty and 


. help them whole ſad cale this is, Gal: 4. 16. 


3. They are reproveable who miſconftrue Mimiſters, either in 
their Sermons ar Practices, and this ordinarly tollows upon the 
former, for where once prejudice rakes piace, rhe, perverſe in- 
Auerice and rinure of this black humour roo commonly pres 


 vails to make them affix the blackeſt ſenſe *and gloſs upon the 


Miniſters ſayingsand doings, if not ſometimes rhe quire contrar 
to what he ever either meaned or minded. Henfe ſ2yes Mr. 
Borrough, we" are bound to givethe beft-Imterpretation upon oyr Bre- 
thers Altions we can, if they be not apparently ill, -wemult rather wrong 
our ſelves by thinking tao well of them, then wrong them by thinking too 
ill of them. Irenicum Pp: 96, And ayes Mr. Durham, we come now 
to confider what occaſional - means may have influence upon this diviſion a- 
mong Godly men, and ſuch may be, Firſt ſome tale-bearers, and ſe- 
creet whilperers, who may have much influence to alienate' good 
mens afteCtions, by miiſteprelepting the werds and aCtions of 0- 
thers, &c. Of ſcandale p: 277: 4 glanced before in the fourth 
Propoſition, that neither Miniflers nor People, are all of alike 
ſtandard and ſtature in their light and judgementy lome havea 
freedomto ſay and to do that which others mighcily ſcruple, 
ſome are ready to judge that duty, - which others reckon to be 
fin, as one ſaith, I. ? 
All minds are not alike, nor of one frame, 
Il bat ſome approve, others condemn” the ſatne. 

But ſo long as the ground of different Opinions is things indiffe- 
rent, or that leſs. concerns the effentials of Religion, I beſeech 
you for GODS ſake, do not misjadge or miſconiirue one ano- 
ther, but forbear one another in Love, endeavonring to keep 


| the unity of rhe Spiritin the bond of peace, Epb: 423: To. 


which parpole {aitly Mr. Allan, Hold communion in the things where- 
in: vou agree, and charity whereinyou differ : V ind: pict: 2: pit: p: k42. 
EK. LI. 19 p: 4Il. G 4 
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ifeſt tendency to deflroy all order and peace in the Churgh, 6. * - 2-0 
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Min Paſ- 
Top hams and Dot iyc 
aſh adventgrs is not ca = 
: 3 the gn pf this boo 
| ponFhe grievous,. ye yet-4 {fin : {But when people 
. faitd this lio with che fancy & duty, at's hardyhatrd, and donly 
for. GODS Handling, co cure ſuch a diſternger ; if it 
may; haply.provc aningtedient i inthecute thr ugh Gl DSBleC 
ſing) ro tell you what. arcinlyfficient AL erg 
.trom a Goſpel Miniftry, behold inche following Conſiderations 4 
Ile in part inforta.you.. 
1. Miviſters ſhould not ,be caſc at. for their Faichfulnefs and 
*Freedom. iti the ſcaſonakle, Keprolecaſign, of che: Vices, Ertors, 
 ,andFaults,..cicher of great; or {mall,Godly or wickcd,or of any 
fort of People or.party,. -Miailcers: ſhould neither coward ly. gc- 
glct totcl} the greateſt perions thrir abominations,nor partzally 
decline to.cell chegreaceſt 1 Profeſſours, their. extreems and ex- 
Iravagancies (. ptovidingall :be done. with prudence and to edi- 
Kication) | doubt not, bur, there - is, a.culpable- failzure among 
Miniſters; in noc declaring the whole Council of GOD upon the 
one hand,aswell 35 upon-the other : An. Ambaſſadovr of Chrilc 
ould ſpeak boldly. as he ought $0; ſpeake, 1/a.:58: 1..2: Eph: 
6.20, Hence {avs Mr. Baxter, A ſueful bumonring of raſh. Profoſſours, 
. + asgreat a temptation #0 Godly Miniſters, 45,0: finfl complyarice with 
the \Lroat ones of theWYorld. \ Cure Ghutch, Dwi: p: 394: 
| : . Miniſters.ſhoyld npt be caſt at for the weaknels of their 
al Bt for.as we have demonſtrated befure 2, Prop: The deſirable 
l | tuccels of Ordinances depends. not. on the Qualification of 
0 the Adminiſtrators, but on the.Bii ing of that GOD, , who by 
all His own Means, accempliſhes all His own Ends, and ſome- 
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- GOD Archicycs the greateſt Golpel fates, that the excellency of 
. the power 'may be ſeen to be of GOD and -not of Men, and1 
wiil not ſay but upar- the contrar-to, the ableſt of Miniltters may 
be caſt ax-by ſome, for: the Vglgar are pot very-dilcicer, ot 
comperent Judges: of, Miniſters, abilities, being many” times 
pickers and choiſers of Miniſters, -mvxe one the account of ho- 
-mologating. their Scnriments. in lome contraverias- Opplinions, 
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Ws tor fonbleſs gay who of theParriarchs, who of tlie pro = * 
"ph, "or who of the holy Apoſtles of Chriſt without their blots - - 
and. blamiſhes, and ſome bf them had yeric foul ones roo? Yer - oj 
.GOD himlſelt (who'is Glorious in holineſs ) both employed 


them, .as from himſelf; Have a catc ye bc nor righteous oyer- * - 


_ and hath wiſely appointed, Courts, Laws, Rulers or Officers, * 4 


Vine ſteps of procedure, they that give Juſt offence to the Church 
of GOQ:D ( whether they be Miniſters or . people ') maybe 


. *narchie and confuſion inthe Church- and that either there ſhall 


not only (mall faults ſeverely ard greatly cenſured , bur faults - 
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n more then ment, a5ohc yesz .. 
cms rr cal, affection blind, arc rape and rul'd, 


* 3.-Miniſters ſhould not be caſt at for eyery perſonal fault,orc? 
tacheir conyerſation, there is Rn here away, He is 


them, 'and willed others to receaychis will and ordinances from 


much, or in ſeperating either in affection or fellowihip from-an 

of the Miniſters or IE of GOD, to whom a Holy' GOD _ 
gives his pteſence; To which purpoſe ſaycsMr. Allan, excom- + ? 
municate not them from you, excommunicat not your {elves | = 
from them, with whom CHRIST holds -Communion; Judge 

not that CHRIST. withdraws from all rhofe who arc not in every =_ 
thing 'of your mind and way: deſtroy 'notall Communion, Þy | 
{ceking after a purer, than in this our imperfeQ ſtate, we thall | 
ever attain , &c. Vind + Pietat: 2 Pt: p: 14% And (ayes Mr.  . _ 
Rntherfoord, Thefaults of the Guides are not your faults who . © 
areprivate Members, you are to. keep publick Communion 1n 
the poblick ordinances of CHRIST, &ec. peaccable Plea: p: gB. 
And let mie ſuggeſt here, 'I bat whatever may -be theifaulisof 
Miniſters either real ot ſuppoſed, .ycr people are not to fer-up a 
Chancery court in their own Boſomes, to canyals, cenſure and =_ 
ſencence Miniflers and there faults, GOD is a GOD of order, | 


P - 
ay -% 
. 
+> 0 


that in an orderly authoritative way.& according to the dneDi- ; 


taken: notice of and cenſured, ſuitable ro the nature and degrees, 
cf their known guilt, for if every body ſhall rafhily arid rudety - 
uſurp this part of the Miniſterial FunQion,we ſhould ſoon fee 4- 58=>s 
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be-no Miniſters,or elſe eyery body turn Minitlers at pl-aſure,and 


made wherethere are none; yea and'fome tardoing dury lalhed — _- + 
as criminals; fects: 7. 20: Fobn 16; 20: Fam: 55 17: Mar. .47: 15,49. | 
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